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End of an era by Gary Boyle 

  
Read the following story by Tatat Bunnag from the Bangkok Post. Then, answer 
the questions that follow.  
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The Scala, Bangkok’s last 
stand-alone cinema and a 
landmark of the Siam 
Square area, has shown its 
last movie. People queued 
for hours to buy tickets for 
the "La Scala" event which 
took place last Saturday 
and Sunday. Then the 
movie theatre closed its 
doors for good after serving 
Thai cinemagoers for more 
than half a century.


FOND FAREWELL

From Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th July, the cinema turned on all its lights in the evening. 
Photographers and art lovers had one last chance to capture and appreciate the 
legendary venue's beautiful architecture.


Blow-Up, the 1966 cult classic film, was one of the two main films along with two 
documentaries that are part of the "La Scala" event, organised with the Thai Film 
Archive.


The other main feature, 1988’s Cinema Paradiso, is perfect for Scala's farewell as it's a 
heartwarming drama about the love of cinema, and also about change. The film 
examines the sad truth about time, that we can never go back to what we once knew.


La Scala limited the number of ticket sales to two per person, but screenings still sold 
out.


The Scala is one of the three theatres along with Siam and Lido, and part of the Apex 
chain, which leases the land it occupies from Chulalongkorn University. Siam opened in 



1966, Lido in 1968 and then the Scala opened on Dec 31, 1969, with the Thai premiere 
of the American Western movie The Undefeated.


CHANGES

While Scala was the last in the Apex theatre chain, it was the one made as beautifully 
as possible. The cinema's Art Deco, late modernism architecture has always been a 
distinctive feature. Upon entering, people notice the grand staircase leading to a giant 
chandelier. The theatre's name, Scala, is the Italian word for stairs.


The cinema's hall combines the arts of the East and West. The golden ceiling has 
curved concrete columns. The walls are inspired by various Asian cultures from Japan 
and China to Bali, India and Thailand. The single-screen cinema is located on the top 
floor of the building while the space of the ground floor is used for shops and 
restaurants.


The three cinemas gradually brought people to an area that had previously been quiet, 
but then grew into one of the most prosperous business locations in Thailand. Siam 
Square is very popular, especially among university students and teenagers. Although 
many modern theatres have since been built, the Scala still maintained its audience.


Through the years, Apex Group cinemas have gone through many changes. In 2010, 
the Siam burned down during the political crisis. The Lido was adapted into a multiplex 
cinema in 1994, and closed for renovations in May 2018, leaving the Scala standing 
alone.


The Scala's hallmark as a stand-alone movie palace inevitably led to its closing as 
today's movie market no longer supports such a business model. The more than 900-
seat cinema could offer only five to six screenings a day, unlike multiplex theatres that 
can have many screenings at the same time. The Covid-19 crisis likely provided the 
final nail in the coffin for the grand house. The three-month closure was too much of an 
economic hit for its owners to absorb, forcing the Scala to close permanently.


Now, the familiar yellow suits of the staff and the old-fashioned paper tickets are gone.


The sad looks on the faces of those lined up for the final screenings showed the 
theatre will be missed by many. But just as the characters in Cinema Paradiso learn, 
time marches on.




Section 1: Answer the following questions in the space provided. 
1. The Scala was open for more than 50 years. True or false? .……………. 
2. Who owns the land that the Scala is on? ……………. 
3. What genre was the first movie shown at Scala? …………….. 
4. What does Scala mean in Italian? ……………. 
5. Which event happened first for Apex - a fire, an adaptation or renovations? 
……………. 
6. Which theatre closed for renovations in 2018? ………….. 
7. What was the maximum number of possible screenings per day? …………….  
8. For how long did the Scala close during the Covid-19 lockdown? ……………. 

Section 2: Write the noun form of the following words in the space provided. 
9.  appreciate ……… 10. perfect ……… 11. inspired ………. 12. located ………. 13. opened 
………. 
    
Section 3: Read the following passage. Then, fill in the blanks with the correct 
words from the choices given. 
Cinema Paradiso is a heartwarming story that …14… the importance of movie 
theatres. The film …15… the story of Toto, a young boy who …16… a friendship with 
Alfredo, the projectionist working in a movie theatre in his small Italian town. Toto …
17… up, leaves town, falls in love and one day returns to his village as a successful 
film producer to …18… the funeral of Alfredo, the friend and …19… who taught him 
about the beauty of life. 

14. A. does   B. has  C. captures 
15. A. tells   B. show  C. was 
16. A. follows B. begins C. ends 
17  A. grow  B. grew C. grows 
18. A. have  B. visits C. attend 
19. A. mentor B. mister  C. menthol 

Section 4: Find words that match the following definitions. 
20. a building that is easily recognised …………… 
21. the art or science of designing buildings …………… 
22. an occasion when someone says goodbye …………… 
23. financially successful  …………… 
24. a box in which a body is buried ………… 

For the answers, find the story online at www.bangkokpost.com/learning. If you have any 
questions or feedback, please contact the Editor at garyb@bangkokpost.co.th
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